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2025-2026 OFFICERS
Chris Winston, President
Emily Luther, Immediate Past President
Josh Price, Treasurer
Alexis Short, Secretary 
Kenneth R. Cox, Vice President
Mike Ferguson, Vice President
Dr. Harold Friedman, Vice President
Samuel C. Waters, Vice President

2025-2026 BOARD MEMBERS
Steven Anastasion 
Dr. Roslyn Artis 
Kyle Aaron Brannon
Jarrett Coco
Bill Danielson
Lucy Dinkins
Nanette Edwards
Tom Fortson
Terry Goodfellow
Corky Harper
Lynn Hodge
Rhonda Hunsinger, Executive Director, Ex-Officio
Sarah Landholt
Colleen Marcou, Players’ Committee, Ex-Officio
Dr. Gail M. Morrison
Morihiko Nakahara, Music Director, Ex Officio
Stephen Savitz, Parliamentarian
Patricia T. Smith 
David Turner 
Elizabeth Wheeler, Symphony League President, Ex Officio

BOARD MEMBERS EMERITI
Mary Green Brush
Barbara Darden in memoriam 
Thomas R. Gottshall, Esq.
Rick Palyok
Hyman Rubin, Jr., Esq.
Regan Voit

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Rhonda Hunsinger, Executive Director
Robin Hallyburton, Development & Deputy Director
Chad Henderson, Marketing Director
Susan Cafferty, Education & Community Engagement Director
Rebecca Faith Warthen, Development Manager
Margaret Bauknight, Patron Services Manager

ARTISTIC STAFF
Morihiko Nakahara, Music Director
Ashley Horvat, Personnel Manager
John L. Hunsinger II, Production & Stage Manager
Tzu-Ying Liao, Music Librarian & Operations Manager
Kathryn O’Shields, Production Assistant

YOUTH ORHCESTRA STAFF
Reed Hanna, Artistic Director and Youth Phil Conductor
Naiesha Wise, Concert Orchestra Conductor
Emma Brown, Prelude Orchestra Conductor
Joanne Mosquera, Symphonic Youth Orchestra Conductor
Morgan Owen, Youth Orchestra Manager
 
The SC Philharmonic is a proud member of:

DURING THE 2024-2025 
       SEASON, THE SC PHIL:
• EMPLOYED over 200 musicians 

• ENRICHED the lives of over  40,000 people
   with more than 70 live programs 

• EDUCATED over 7,700 students, many of 
  whom are from Title One Schools

• GENERATED $680,000 in Hospitality 
  dollar (restaurants & hotels) 

• COMPLETED 60 years of serving SC

WON THE 2024
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On the Stage
The 24/25 season welcomed 13,000 guests to the 
Koger Center for the Arts for six Capital Concerts 
and six Family Pops concerts. Classical favorites 
were included during this festive season, along 
with our first live music film program of “Star 
Wars: A New Hope,” a Capital Concert hosting 
15-time Grammy® winners Bela Fleck and Abigail 
Washburn and a Led Zeppelin tribute show.

Grammy® Winners Bela Fleck & Abigail Washburn

The SC Philharmonic was proud to highlight contemporary works by female and minority composers 
like Gabriela Lena Frank’s “Concertino Cusqueño”, Fang Man’s “Noir,” Carlos Simon’s “Amen!”, and 
Andy Akiho’s “Nisei,” a new cello concerto co-commissioned by the SC Philharmonic. 

The SC Phil launched the “Andy and Friends” chamber series 
of five concerts at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral’s Satterlee Hall. 
Lead by internationally acclaimed pianist Andy Armstrong, 
each of these intimate concerts inspired over 200 of the Mid-
lands’ greatest chamber music lovers.

Pictured: Andy Armstrong, piano 

Longtime supporters of the South Carolina Philharmonic, Dr. Mary Baskin-Waters 
and Samuel Calvin Waters are passionate advocates for classical music and for am-
plifying the voices of musicians and composers from underrepresented ethnicities 
and cultures.

In partnership with the Central Carolina Community Foundation, they have es-
tablished The Mary Baskin-Waters and Samuel Calvin Waters Fund 
to Support Historically Underrepresented Musicians and Musical 
Traditions in the Classical Orchestra.

This Designated Fund aims to break down barriers and spotlight composers and 
musicians who have long been part of American and global musical heritage, yet 
have often been overlooked by traditional orchestras. The Fund will specifically 
support South Carolina Philharmonic performances that feature these historically 
underrepresented artists and musical traditions, helping to create a richer and more 
inclusive classical music experience.   



The 2024/2025 season kicked off 
on July 4, 2024 with Fireworks with 
the Phil and an audience of over 

7,000 at Segra park!

Chamber Crawls: The SC Philhar-
monic presented a variety of more 
intimate public performances around 
the community, including its “Cham-
ber Crawls,” a series of chamber con-
certs at restaurants, bars, and local 
event spaces which reached an audi-
ence of 570 this year.

The SC Phil also partnered with His-
toric Columbia to present the 
“Concert in the Gardens” series at the 
Hampton-Preston Mansion and oth-
er historic properties. Music for these 
performances ranged from chamber 
works to popular tunes. 

With support from Central Carolina Community Foundation, “Music in My Neigh-
borhood” brought free, accessible musical experiences to 1,530 residents of Rich-
land County District 11, specifically in Eastover and Hopkins. By partnering with 
local schools, businesses, and community centers, the SC Philharmonic removed 
geographic and financial barriers to present a wide range of programs — including 
educational workshops, lunch-and-learns, Chamber Crawls, Healing Harmonies, 
and interactive ‘Conduct the Phil’ pop-up performances.

Off the Stage



“The Choose Harmony program is vital because 
it provides much needed avenues of music therapy to individ-
uals who may be at risk of being victimized or engaging in vi-
olence. Oftentimes people do not think of music therapy when 
they hear the words violence reduction, so we are thankful to 
partner with the South Carolina Philharmonic as they bring 
this creative approach to life in our communities.” 

- TREVON FORDHAM, Director for the Office of Violent Crime Prevention

Arts Capacity

Choose Harmony

The Arts Capacity Prison Program brings the SC 
Philharmonic to the Camille Griffin Graham 
Women’s Correctional Institute to reduce recid-
ivism through therapeutic creativity. This season, 
SCP artists partnered with the choir and dance 
team to create original work, reaching over 400 
women through three live performances.

In June 2025, the SCP started “Choose Harmony,” a song-writing 
program for at-risk young people aimed at reducing violent crime 
in collaboration with board-certified music therapists, the City of 
Columbia’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, Ben-
edict College’s Music Industry Department, and the Richland Dis-
trict 1 Office of Drop-Out Prevention. So far, 15 students at risk of 
drop-out have benefited from personalized coaching with profes-
sional composers and musicians. 

IN THEIR WORDS...

“Thank you so much for taking us out 
              of this place for a few moments.” 

“I never listened to this kind of music before. 
            This has opened my mind and heart.” 

               “I felt complete serenity and peace.”

IN THEIR WORDS...

     “I’m going to be a musical artist!”  - Dave

                  “I’m a real musician!” - Cam



Sensory-Friendly
Programming

Healing
Harmonies

On March 30, 2025, the SC Philharmonic presented its annual sensory-friendly 
concert, Family Time with the Phil, at the Koger Center for the Arts. The full 
orchestra performed a lively program of classical and pops favorites for an 
enthusiastic audience of 520, all attending free of charge. The concert was 
designed to accommodate differently-abled attendees, offering large-print 
programs, a sign language interpreter, noise-reducing headphones, fidget 
toys, access for service animals, quiet spaces, and an adult changing room. A 
resource fair in the lobby featured local organizations providing information 
on services for individuals with special needs.

Supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, the pro-
gram expanded this year to include in-school performances in Special Edu-
cation classrooms. Musicians visited Meadow Glen Middle School and Deer-
field Elementary, reaching 45 students through tailored musical experiences.

Healing Harmonies brings live music to pa-
tients, the unhoused, seniors, and veterans 
through hour-long ensemble performances at 
care facilities, shelters and the Dorn VA Medi-
cal Center. This season, the program reached 
3,000 people across 21 visits and launched 
collaborations with music therapists.

“This first-class event is an example of how the 
arts can look out for and serve a community.
[...] The environment was welcoming to each 
and every child, young adult, adult, caregiver, 
parent and family member.”

- LESLIE SCRIVENER, 
  Mother of Harrison & Dawson



Summer
Program

SCP Youth Orchestras

Link-Up

In partnership with the University of South Carolina, the 2025 Soda City Strings 
Intensive effectively met the need for accessible, high-quality pre-professional music 
training in the Midlands, offering rigorous instruction and a comprehensive curric-
ulum to 25 local students.

The 24/25 SCP Youth Orchestras Program educated over 250 young 
musicians across four ensembles in a milestone 60th anniversary sea-
son. Highlights included a June 20th Carnegie Hall performance, 
where 65 students joined a workshop with the New Jersey Youth Orches-
tra conductor before taking the stage at the Viennese Masters Invitational.

Fourteen years ago, Carnegie Hall’s Wei-
ll Music Institute invited the South Carolina 
Philharmonic to join its innovative Link Up ed-
ucation program. This initiative engages students 
and teachers in a semester-long exploration of or-
chestral repertoire, culminating in an interactive 
concert at the Koger Center where students sing 
or play instruments alongside the SC Philhar-
monic. In February 2025, more than 4,300 pub-
lic school students from 76 schools across South 
Carolina attended one of three Link Up concerts. 
Of these, 43 Title I schools received compli-
mentary transportation, admission, educational 
resources, and teacher training.

“My student was challenged in a positive and productive way throughout Soda City Strings Intensive. 
He came home everyday with a desire to practice more and refine his skills. He has boosted his passion 
for playing and composing.” - Mother of Soda City Strings Intensive Student

EducationEducation



The heartbeat of every orchestra lives in its timpani. Thanks to the vision and 
generosity of Phil friends Val and Dennis Grady, the SC Philharmonic now 
performs with professional Adams Philharmonic Lights timpani.  From the 
dramatic rolls in Beethoven’s symphonies to the subtle rhythmic foundation 
of chamber works, audiences will experience the full power and nuance these 
exceptional instruments deliver for decades to come. 

Since 1964, the South Carolina Philharmonic has brought outstand-
ing music and educational programs to the Midlands. Whether on stage at the 
Koger Center or at the bedside of a hospital patient, we’re committed to mak-
ing music accessible to all — and if you can’t come to us, we’ll come to you.

Thank you to the many friends and supporters who have stood by 
us through the years, especially during our milestone 60th season.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 25|26 SEASON
• Rick Steves Europe | Nov. 10
• MozART & More | Nov. 21
• Home for the Holidays | Dec. 18
• Northern Lights | Jan. 10

• Beethoven & Blue Jeans | Jan. 17
• The Tchaikovsky Concert | Feb. 28
• The Dream of America | March 14
• Family Time with the Phil | March 15

• From the New World | April 25
• And so much more...

Scan QR Code for full calendar

Donor Spotlight

The Legacy Continues

One of the concerts that led to the formation of the SC Phil (April 29, 1963 at Township Auditorium)


